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(d) Nurses trained in the nursing of sick children. 

(e) Any other prescribed class. 

And its further duties will consist of the drafting of rules for regu- 
lating the formation, maintenance, and publication of the register; 
the conditions of admission; the conduct of examinations; the re- 
moval of the names of nurses from, and their restoration to the 
register; and generally for making provision for carrying the act into 
effect, with provision for the issuance of certificates to registered 
nurses and establishing the uniforms or badges to be worn. The 
rules must further prescribe the qualification of candidates for 
admission to the register. A fee not exceeding one pound and one 
shilling will be charged for registration, and two shillings six pence 
per annum thereafter. 

Nurses trained in the colonies and dominions may be admitted to 
register, and appeals may be made to the high court in cases of 
removal from the register, or of refusal on the part of the council 
to approve an institution for training purposes. 



A CALL FOR NATION-WIDE HEALTH CONSERVATION. 

In a letter sent recently by Surg. Gen. Blue to State and city health 
officers, to the head of the American Red Cross, the American Public 
Health Association, the American Medical Association, the National 
Tuberculosis Association, the International Health Commission, the 
National Safety Council, the American Child Hygiene Association, 
and other health agencies, the suggestion was made to hold a con- 
ference in Washington to consider a health program prepared by the 
Public Health Service. Practically all of these agencies have under 
consideration some plan of health conservation and unless the work 
can be coordinated and properly directed, little will be accomplished, 
and there will be much overlapping of effort and waste of funds. 

The response to the bureau's suggestion was most favorable, as 
can be seen from the excerpts printed below. Accordingly a call has 
been issued designating January 26, 1920, as the date on which the 
conference will meet, and invitations have been extended to health 
officers, sanitarians, and representatives of important national health 
organizations to participate in its deliberations. 

The public does not. realize what has already been accomplished 
in the field of preventive medicine or what can be done by carefully 
executed health program which is cumulative and continuous rather 
than spasmodic and desultory in character. 

In 1900 the general death rate from all causes in the registration 
area of the United States was 17. 6 — in 1917, the latest period for 
which figures are available, it had been reduced to 14.2. Had the 
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1900 death rate prevailed in 1917, there would have been in the 
United States, with an estimated population of 110,000,000, 374,000 
more deaths than actually, occurred. 

The record of other years leaves little room to doubt what may be 
done in saving life. In 1900 typhoid fever caused a death rate of 
35.9 per 100,000 population. In 1917 the rate had been reduced 
to 13.4. Diphtheria was reduced from 43.3 to 16.5 in the same 
period. Tuberculosis declined from 201.9 deaths per 100,000 of 
population in 1900 to 146.4 in 1917. Had the 1900 rate prevailed 
in typhoid fever, diphtheria, and tuberculosis, in 1917 these three 
diseases alone would have caused 115,280 more deaths than actually 
occurred. 

The success of the plan will .be determined largely by its direct 
applicability to the conditions in the different local communities, 
and for this reason Federal, State and local health officers must 
cooperate most closely in order to direct the campaign in each 
community and set a definite objective. 

For instance, a southern city would be more interested in a cam- 
paign against the mosquito and malaria than it would be in Rocky 
Mountain spo'tted fever. A northern industrial city would be more 
interested in the control of pneumonia and respiratory diseases. 
All, however, have cancer, tuberculosis, and venereal diseases; all 
would be benefited by public health nursing, medical supervision of 
school children, conservation of the lives of mothers and children, 
adequate sewage disposal, the provision of pure water and pure milk. 
So, while each city and rural community will have as a definite 
objective the most vital need in that particular place, the various 
health agencies will have definite objectives according to the particular 
problem they set for themselves to solve. 

That the proposed health program of the Public Health Service is 
feasible is shown by the successful termination of the extra-canton- 
ment work which was carried on so efficiently through the coopera- 
tive efforts of the American Red Cross, State and local health 
authorities, and the United States Public Health Service. The les- 
son taught by this splendid demonstration of team work should not be 
lost to the country. For this reason, the American Red Cross, which 
has set aside millions of dollars for health work in the United States, 
has been asked to take an active part in translating the health 
program into action. Its thousands of local chapters are counted 
on to arouse and maintain interest in health work and actively 
cooperate with Federal, State and local health officers in accordance 
with the announced policy of the American Red Cross to cooperate 
with existing health agencies. 
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Following are excerpts from replies to the bureau's circular letter: 

I should think that such a conference would result in a closer co- 
ordination of all health activities and greater efficiency. 

C. W. Garrison, 

State Health Officer, Arkansas. 

The prospectus and program which it is proposed to discuss is very 
interesting and attractive, well worthy of the consideration of various 
public health departments. 

L. S. Con well, M. D., 
Secretary State Board of Health, Delaware. 

I am pleased to note that this work is being undertaken by your 
service. 

Ralph N. Greene, M. D., 
State Health Officer, Florida. 

I am very much interested in the conference which the Public 
Health Serviee proposes and you may count quite definitely upon my 
attendance. 

C. St. Clair Drake, M. D., 

Director of Public Health, Illinois. 

Your suggestion to hold a conference in Washington to consider 
a health program proposed by the Public Health Service is wise and 
opportune. I agree with you that a coordination of health agencies 
is very important at this time. 

Hugh A. Cowing, M. D., 
President Indiana State Board of Health. 

Be assured that the Indiana State board of health will gladly 
receive your definite and continuous program and will cooperate with 
you in every particular. Indeed we shall be glad to be led by such, 
a centra] force as you direct. 

J. N. Hurty, M. D., 
Secretary State Board of Health, Indiana. 

This department will be glad to cooperate with the Public Health 
Service in any movement that may give promise of a better coordi- 
nation of official and unofficial health agencies in the preservation of 
the public health. 

S. J. Crumbine, M. D., 
Secretary State Board of Health, Kansas. 

As you know, I am in cordial sympathy with the effort to coordi- 
nate all health activities toward a common objective. In my judg- 
ment a conference would be of much value, and I shall be pleased to 
attend. 

Oscar Dowling, M. D., 
President State Board of Health, Louisiana. 

If Federal, State, local, and volunteer agencies can be lined up 
on a program of action under the active direction of the duly con- 
stituted health authorities, the results will be wonderful. 

Chari.es E. Smith, Jr., M. D., 

State Health Officer, Minnesota. 
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I assure you that we will be glad to cooperate in this undertaking 
as far as it is possible for us to do so. 

Geobge H. Jones, M. D., 

Secretary State Board of Health, Missouri. 

You may count on this department to participate in a conference 
and to cooperate with you in this important undertaking. 

J. C. Price, M. D., 
Director of Public Health, New Jersey. 

You can count on me to attend such a conference, and to cooperate 
in very way toward making the plan a success. 

James A. Hayne, M. D., 
State Health Officer, South Carolina. 

You may count on my attendance and my hearty cooperation in 
whatever plan of action may be determined upon. 

Olin West, M. D., 
Secretary State Board of Health, Tennessee. 

Complete coordinated health activities beginning with the Surgeon 
General and extending to the health officers of the small towns is in 
my judgment the ideal organization which is so much needed to- 
day. The cooperative program as indicated in your letter is in line 
with my ideas and I shall be pleased, if possible, to meet with you 
and give it careful consideration. 

C. W. Goddard, M. D., 
State Health Officer, Texas. 

We have just been considering a special plan of cooperation with 
the American Red Cross, but I think it very much better for all of 
us to unite on a national plan under your leadership. 

E. G. Williams, M. D., 

State Health Officer, Virginia. 

I assure you that any workable plan toward coordinating the va- 
rious agencies now doing work in some phase of public health service 
will be given our hearty support. 

John B. Anderson, M. D., 
Washington State Health Commissioner. 

I believe that the success of general health work depends largely 
upon the ability of the Federal and State Governments to coordinate 
extra governmental activities with the legal activities of the State. 

C. A. Harper, M. D., 
State Health Officer, Wisconsin. 

The Red Cross is deeply interested in any movement looking toward 
the coordination and stimulation of health activities in the country, 
and we shall gladly participate in any conference you may call with 
that object in view. 

Livingston Fareand, M. D., 
Chairman Central Committee, American Red Cross. 
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I feel certain that I can assure you of hearty cooperation in the 
consideration of your plan at a conference. 

Alexander Lambert, M. D., 

President American Medical Association. 

I shall be very glad to do anything I can to assist in carrying for- 
ward the work of the Public Health Service in organizing and advo- 
cating a vigorous health campaign throughout the country. 

Royal Meeker, 

U. S. Commissioner of Labor Statistics. 

The Internationa] Health Board will gladly cooperate in the move- 
ment you have under way, and one or more of its representatives 
will be pleased to be present at the proposed conference. 

John A. Ferrell, M. D., 

Director for the United States International Health Board. 

We shall be very glad to cooperate with you in any way within the 
power of the Bureau. 

Julia C. Lathrop, 
Chief TJ. S. Children's Bureau. 

The National Tuberculosis Association is greatly interested in the 
plan of the U. S. Public Health Service for a definite and continuous 
program for health conservation. We shall be glad to be represented 
at the conference in Washington. 

Charles J. Hatfield, M. D., 

Managing Director. 

We quite agree with you as to the supreme importance of avoiding 
waste and duplication by proper coordination of the agencies in- 
volved. We shall be glad to join in the proposed conference in 
Washington. 

Paul Popenoe, 
Executive Secretary American Social Hygiene Association. 

The National Safety Council will be glad to cooperate to the limit 
of its abilities and resources, in any program for health conservation 
in and out of the industries. 

S. J. Williams, 
Secretary and Chief Engineer. 

I am deeply interested in this subject, as is, of course, the whole 
National Committee for Mental Hygiene. I shall be glad to do any- 
thing in my power, and beg to say that our medical director will 
attend the proposed conferen and participate in its deliberations. 

Walter B. James, M.-D., 
President National Committee for Mental Hygiene. 

The society for the Control of Cancer will be glad to cooperate with 
any such movement inaugurated by the Federal Public Health 
Service. 

F. J. Osborne, 

Executive Secretary. 



